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Newsletter Copy 
Information suitable for a newsletter article to staff/affiliates/chapters
[Word count: 481]
Help [Our/Your] Community Members Weatherproof Their Federal Benefit Payments 
Urge remaining check recipients to switch to electronic payments before severe weather strikes

Source: U.S. Department of the Treasury, Financial Management Service 

The United States is the most severe weather-prone country on Earth according to the National Weather Service. When [severe weather/a natural disaster] strikes, evacuations and mail disruptions can prevent people who receive federal benefit payments by paper check from getting their money on time.
Ensuring people get paid in the most reliable way is one of the reasons the Treasury Department has begun its move toward all-electronic federal benefit payments. Anyone currently receiving paper federal benefit checks is required to switch to electronic payments by March 1, 2013. People newly applying for federal benefits will receive their payments electronically from day one.  
Urge federal benefit check recipients to switch ahead of the deadline 
A paper check is no match for a [storm/hurricane/natural disaster]. It’s fast, easy and free to switch to one of the two Treasury-recommended electronic payment options:  
· Direct deposit to a bank or credit union account. People with a checking or savings account can sign up to receive their money through direct deposit. Their money will go straight into their account on payment day each month and be accessible from virtually anywhere. 

· Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card. This prepaid debit card provides another reliable, low-cost alternative to paper checks. Money is posted to the card account on payment day each month. Cardholders can make purchases, pay bills and get cash anywhere Debit MasterCard® is accepted. For information on card fees and features, visit www.GoDirect.org. No bank account or credit check required. 

To make the switch to direct deposit or the Direct Express® card, current federal benefit check recipients can contact their federal benefit agency office, visit the Treasury Department’s Go Direct® campaign website at www.GoDirect.org, or call the U.S. Treasury Electronic Payment Solution Center at (800) 333-1795. For direct deposit, people can also make the switch at their local financial institution.
How [OUR/YOUR] [ORGANIZATION/ CHAPTER/AFFILIATE] Can Help
By urging [SENIOR CITIZENS/PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES/VETERANS] to make the switch from paper federal benefit checks to electronic payments, [OUR/YOUR] [ORGANIZATION/ CHAPTER/AFFILIATE] will help people protect their money from the unexpected and ensure they experience a smooth transition to electronic payments. 

The Treasury Department’s Go Direct® campaign makes it easy for [OUR/YOUR] [ORGANIZATION/ CHAPTER/AFFILIATE] to help. Here’s what you can do:

· Display Go Direct campaign and Direct Express® card materials in your lobby.
· Link to www.GoDirect.org from your website.
· Actively encourage the people you serve who currently get federal benefit checks to make the switch to electronic payments today.
· You can also communicate to people getting ready to apply for federal benefit payments what information they need on-hand to choose their preferred electronic payment option when they fill out their benefit application. 

For more information or to order free materials, visit www.GoDirect.org.

The Go Direct® campaign is sponsored by the U.S. Department of the Treasury and Federal Reserve Banks. The Go Direct® and Direct Express® logos, Go Direct® and Direct Express® are registered service marks of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, Financial Management Service (used with permission). The Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card is issued by Comerica Bank, pursuant to a license by MasterCard International Incorporated.  MasterCard® and the MasterCard® Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated.
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