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Talking Points for Community-Based Organizations
For speaking engagements and presentations
Disaster Preparedness Information

· The United States is the most severe weather-prone country on Earth according to the National Weather Service.

· In recent years, severe weather has caused alternative delivery arrangements for millions of Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) checks. 

· Evacuations and mail disruptions caused by severe weather and other natural disasters can prevent people from getting their federal benefit check on time.

All-Electronic Federal Benefit Payments
· Ensuring people get their money in the most reliable way is one of the reasons the U.S. Department of the Treasury has begun its move toward all-electronic federal benefit payments. 
· Anyone currently receiving federal benefit payments by paper check is required switch to an electronic payment method by March 1, 2013. 

· People applying for federal benefits will now receive their payments electronically from day one. If choosing direct deposit, they will need:
· Financial institution's routing transit number* 

· Account type - checking or savings 

· Account number* 

*This information is often on personal checks.

If choosing the Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card, they should notify their federal benefit agency at the time they apply for federal benefit payments.
Two Treasury-Recommended Electronic Payment Options

· The Treasury Department recommends two electronic payment options for federal benefit payments:

· Direct deposit. People who have bank or credit union accounts can choose to receive their federal benefit payments through direct deposit. The money goes straight into a person’s checking or savings account on payment day each month.
· Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card. This prepaid debit card is a safe, low-cost alternative to paper checks for federal benefit payments. Cardholders can make retail purchases and get cash back with purchases at no charge. No bank account or credit check is required. For information on fees and features, visit www.GoDirect.org.
Switching Ahead of the Deadline Is Fast, Easy and Free

· Make the switch today rather than waiting for the final deadline.
· To switch to direct deposit or the Direct Express® card, people can:

· Go to www.GoDirect.org.
· Call (800) 333-1795.
· Contact their local federal benefit agency.
· Visit their local bank or credit union (for direct deposit only).
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