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Public Service Announcement (60 Seconds)
Have you heard? The U.S. Treasury is phasing out paper checks for Social Security, VA and other federal benefit payments. If you’ll be applying for federal benefits soon, you’ll need to choose an electronic payment option from day one. If you already receive federal benefits and rely on paper checks for your payments, you’ll need to switch by March 1, 2013, to either direct deposit or the Treasury-recommended Direct Express® prepaid Debit MasterCard®. Receiving your money electronically is more reliable. “I like having my money in the bank when I need it and knowing what day it’s going to be there.” Electronic payments are also safer than checks. Last year alone, more than half a million Social Security checks were reported lost or stolen, and had to be replaced. It’s easy to receive your payments electronically, even if you don’t have a bank account or prefer a prepaid debit card. Visit the Treasury’s GoDirect.org today to learn more or to make the switch today.
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